
THE FOOTHILLS REVIEW 
Student Spotlight: Sallie Griffin-Chrispin, Barrow 
 
 Sallie, a senior at our Barrow Foothills site, found her way to Foothills during a 
transition period in her life.  In the spring of 2017, Sallie and her family moved to 
Loganville from Gwinnett County.  Sallie had trouble with transferring credits and 
beginning classes due to the different schedules (block versus traditional), so she 
enrolled at Foothills to avoid falling behind.  The transition to Foothills meant that 
Sallie couldn’t take as many advanced courses, but she was more concerned 
about graduating on time. 
 
After enrolling at Barrow Foothills, Sallie experienced additional transition in her 
life.  Sallie’s family moved to Florida, but again, Sallie faced barriers with transfer-
ring her credits and enrolling in Florida.  Determined to graduate on time, and with 
the help and support of the Foothills staff, Sallie remained in Georgia to finish her 
senior year while her family moved to Florida.  Sallie now commutes each day to 
the Foothills site from her hotel by using Uber. 
 
Sallie is thankful for the support and attention from the Foothills staff, and she realizes that they have helped her 
when the “support network” of her family was gone.  Foothills staff have worked with her to allow her to arrive 
early for her classes, and she is on site working on her courses from mid-afternoon until the late evening.  Sallie 
has been supported in her studies by many teachers and staff, but she gave a special “shout out” to a few.  Mr. 
McCurdy has worked with Sallie to make progress in a Physics course.  “Miss Rosa” has noticed when Sallie 
might be hungry and provided snacks.  Sallie shared that using Uber to get to school takes most of the money 
that she has, so sometimes those little snacks have made a huge difference.  Sallie also mentioned the weekly 
chats with her mentor, that are almost like “counseling sessions.” 
 
Through this period of transition, Sallie has continued to progress toward graduation, and she has maintained a 
B+ grade point average.  Sallie is in the process of applying for college, and her desire is to attend Florida Agri-
cultural and Mechanical University (FAMU) in Tallahassee, where she will be close to family.  Sallie, like many 
other students, has found the support that she needed to succeed at Foothills.  The flexible schedule and the 
unwavering support and encouragement from staff have carried her forward.   
 
Sallie shared a special thank you for Ms. Bird and Ms. Green at the Barrow site.  The absence of Sallie’s family 
and the transition in her life began to affect her mental and emotional health.  Ms. Bird, a social worker, and Ms. 
Green, a counselor, noticed and took action to make sure Sallie had the support that she needed.  Sallie said 
she would not have made it this far, and might not have “been here at all” if not for the support of her Foothills 
family. 
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Message from the Superintendent 

This month we will welcome our AdvancED team!  They will be with us on 
February 25th to 27th.  The team will review evidence, conduct interviews, 
and visit sites and classrooms to better understand our work.  
As we have prepared for our visit and examined where we are, we have 
looked at the impact of our work.  Sometimes, impact is measured in data—
test scores, attendance rates, graduation rate, etc.  We continually use this 
type of outcome data to improve our programs and services for students.  But, 
at the same time, our impact is often measured one student at a time.  Foot-
hills has greatly impacted the lives of many students, including our spotlight 
this month, Sallie.  It is difficult to measure that impact with numbers, so we 
continue to spotlight our students, their voices, and their stories.  This is the 
vision of Foothills.  This is our impact. 

Dr. Sherrie Gibney-Sherman, Foothills Superintendent 



AdvancED Visit 
 
 
The AdvancEd visiting team 
will come to Foothills on 
Sunday, February 25.  They 
will remain with us until 
Tuesday, February 27th.  The 
team will examine evidence, 
conduct interviews, and visit 
sites to better understand 
our work.  They will give us 
feedback on successful prac-
tices, but also provide rec-
ommendations for continu-
ous improvement. 
 
A small team has been work-
ing diligently to prepare for 
the visit.  As part of our self-
reflection process prior to 
the visit, we had to complete 
a System Quality Factors 
(SQF) self-assessment of our 
current practices.  We solicit-
ed feedback on the SQF from 
stakeholders:  governing 
board, leaders, staff, and 
community members.   
 
The completed draft of the 
SQF self-assessment is now 
available on the website: 
http://
www.foothillscharter.org/
about/advanc_ed 
 
We invite you to review our 
self-assessment, which is a 
celebration of where we are, 
but also an honest look at 
where we need to go next.   
 
We are excited for AdvancED 
to come, and we are excited 
to receive their feedback on 
the Foothills journey thus far. 

Celebrating Attendance and Diligence:  
Baldwin Site 
 
On January 31st, the Baldwin Foothills site held their first month-
ly Family Celebration of Success!  Students in attendance at 
least 63% of the month and those who completed at least 50% 
of a course were presented with certificates celebrating their 
hard work.  In addition, students who had completed a course 
were recognized.   
 
A total of 40 students at the Baldwin site were celebrated.  Par-
ents, students, and Baldwin Foothills staff then shared a meal 
and got to know each other better.  Several generous donors 
provided door prizes for both students and parents.  The Baldwin 
Foothills staff especially want to thank 
Reba Wilkins and Karen Leverett for 
providing tablets as prizes for stu-
dents. 
 
The Baldwin site will hold the next 
Family Celebration of Success on 
February 22nd, and they are looking 
forward to having even more students 
and parents attend! 
 

 

The Foothills Vision 
Foothills Education Charter High School strives to be an accessi-
ble, high-quality high school option that is flexible and respon-
sive to the needs of the People of Georgia and its communities.  

Foothills Education Charter  
High School 
www.foothillscharter.org 
706-795-2191 x 1476 
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